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cases in an enlarged geographical knowledge
which was to open up fresh markets to English
commerce. That many of these bold adven-
turers were prompted by a good deal of the
buccaneering spirit, and were neither par-
ticularly scrupulous as to the trading methods
they adopted, the class of goods they traded in,
or the means by which they accomplished their
ends, cannot be gainsaid, but probably they
were as honest as the mariners and traders of
rival nations, and in those days a little bit of
honesty went a long way with seafaring folk.
How Drake plundered the Spanish galleons, and
returned to England laden with treasure ; how
Cavendish " set out with sails of canvas, and
returned with sails of silk " ; and how Hawkins
made large sums by the traffic in negro slaves,
are among the stirring incidents of that exciting
period of English commerical adventure. Sir
Walter Raleigh went forth with somewhat higher
aims perhaps, yet even he, courtier as he was,
was actuated as much by the desire of profit as
by that of glor}'. That he was not altogether
successful as a colonist, and that he did not
realise a fortune out of his introduction of
tobacco into England, only shows that, wise a
man as he was, he was not a practical man of
business. When the man of business did come
upon the scene, even Raleigh's Virginia failure
was converted into a commercial success.

They were a wonderful race of stalwarts,
those Elizabethan soldiers of fortune, ready for
any exploit, and always to be relied upon to
serve their country in her hour of need with un-
swerving fidelity and bravery, no matter how